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1

This invention relates to trailers and is par-
ticularly adapted to be used in connection with
automobile trailers of the smaller class, particu-
larly the caster wheel type.

The primary object of the invention is to fab-
ricate the frailer in such a manner that it can
be kept collapsed and folded into a small package
adapted to be stored in the trunk compartment
of the automobile while not in use.

A further object of the invention is to so con-
struet the framework and body structure that
each piece will nest one within the other after
the trailer has been collapsed ready for storage.

These and other incidental objects will be ap-
parent in the drawings, specification and claims.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side view of my new and improved
collapsible trailer illustrating the same connected
to an automobile bumper.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on line 2—2
of Figure 1 looking towards the rear of the
trailer. T

-]
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional

view illustrating the method of locking the frame-
work and bhody sections together, the same taken
on line 2—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is gn enlarged fragmentary partially
in section view of the framework, body sections
and locking bolts particularly to illustrate the
manner of connecting the same together. This
view is taken on line 4—4 of Figure 5.

Figure 5 is a plan view of the trailer, parts
broken away for convenience of illustration.

Figure 6 is a knocked down disassembled view
of the body sections having the caster wheel rest-
ing therein requiring s minimum of space.

Figure 7 illustrates the nesting together of the
frame of the trailer when the same is disassem-
bled or collapsed.

In the drawings:

My new and improved trailer consists of a cen-
tral beam I, having transverse end frames 2 and
2 located on either end of the said main beam 1.
Side franfes 4 and 5 are secured to the extremi-
ties of the cross frames 2 and 3.

I will now describe how these frame members
are connected together so that they can be read-
ily disassembled or assembled. In Figure 3 T il-
iustrate a typical corner intersection of the end
frames 2 and 3 and side frames 4 and 5. I will
deseribe the one shown in the lines 3—3. The
pin § passes through holes T logcated on the outer
end of the end frame 2 and through the holes 8
located on the outer end of the side frame 4 and
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through the holes 9 located in the corner of the
body 10.
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A locking key 1 is pivotally mounted at 12 in
the end of the pin 6. A spring 13 pulling the pin
down against the toggle in the position shown.
When it is desired to remove the pin 6 the spring
13 is compressed raising the upper end of the pin
and permitting the key to be rotated about. its
pivot 12 coming in alignment with the pin and
permitting the said pin to be removed from the
above described holes.

Figure 4 illustrates how the pins are adapted to
the main frame { connecting the individual body
members 14, {5, 16 and {7 to the framework, also
illustrating how the end frames 2 and 3 are con-
nected to the main frame | providing a relatively
rigid connection due to the double pins 18 forc-~
ing the members against the web (9 of the cen-
tral frame providing a more or less three-point
connection insuring rigidity of the frame strue-
ture.

The trailer is mounted upon the conventional
type caster assembly 20 which is pivotally
mounted at 21 to the main central frame { hav-
ing a locking bolt 22 passing through the sides 23
of the channel member 24 and through the lugs
25 of the frame 1, being held therein by the lock-
ing key 26 of the same type as above described.

The body § consisting of the individual body
members or sections, said sections being further
held together by the locking pins 27 locking the
interlocking units 28 together similar to a con-
ventional hinge. 'Tongues 29 are pivotally con-
nected at 30 to the conventional bumper clamp
31 and are easily removed therefrom.

I will now desecribe the disassemblying of my
new and improved trailer. I do not wish to be
limited to the exact method of disassemblying
the trailer, but we will assume that the tongue 29
is removed from the pivot connection 38 of the
clamps 31. Next the pins 6, {8 and 27 are re-
moved. This permits the removing of the body
sections 14, 5, {6 and {7 from the framework,
which are stacked as illustrated in Figure 6. The
removing of the pins also permitted the disas-
semblying of the end frames 2 and ¥ and side
frames 4 and 5 from the main frame | and
stacked as illustrated in Figure 7, then by re-
moving the bolt 22 of the caster wheel assembly
28 the said caster wheel may be removed from
the main frame and nested within the body sec-
tions, all of which may be placed in the trunk
compartment of the automobile, carrying out the
primary object of my invention.

I do not wish to be limited to the exact me-
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chanical construction as illustrated, as other

modified - equivalents may be substituted still

coming within the scope of my claims.

What I claim is:

1. A collapsible vehicle frame comprising a
pair of U-shaped central beams formed in the
horizontal flanges with openings, front and rear
U-shaped beams of less depth thar the depth of
the pair of U-shaped central beams, the flanges
of the front and rear U-shaped heams having
openings in alignment with selected openings in
the flanges of the central beams, side U-shaped
beams of less depth than the central, front and
rear beams and having openings: aligned with se-
lected openings in the flanges of the ecembrzl i~
shaped beams, a body mounted on the frame, said
body having openings in alignment with the
openings in - the beams, and pins extending
through the openings when the frame beams are
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assembled, whereby when the body is removed
and the frame is collapsed, the front and rear
beams can be nested in parallel relation in the
central beams and the side beams nested in par-
allel relation in the front and rear beams.

2. A collapsible vehicle frame as defined: in
claim 1 wherein each side beam is provided with
an extended toneue.

FLMER G. ANDERSON.
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